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Designed specifically for Rick's travel audience (or users) these maps highlight choice destinations

throughout Spain and Portugal in a colorful, easy-to-use format on high-quality paper that lasts over

many trips:&#149; Cuts the Clutter: Weâ€™ve included the essentials for navigation. Beyond that,

this map is stripped clean and filled in only with places that matter to travelers.&#149;

Guidebook-Friendly: At a glance, all the places you read about in Rickâ€™s Spain and Portugal

guidebook pop right out in a crisp, easy-to-read format.&#149; Rail or Road: Includes important train

lines and highways (and ferry routes) for easy route-planning, no matter how youâ€™ll get

around.&#149; The Backâ€™s Even Better: The reverse side includes colorful, detailed city-center

maps of Madrid, Lisbon and Barcelona, locating sights, hotels and restaurants from Rickâ€™s Spain

and Portugal guidebook.
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Some thoughts about Mr. Steves' largely excellent book. Highly recommended.Pros:* Mr. Steves

provides excellent help in prioritizing your time in Spain and Portugal. I find this activity to be the

hardest when planning a trip. How many days in Barcelona, how many in Madrid, etc?* An

incredibly valuable feature of the book, in my opinion, is that Mr. Steves provides a one-page listing

of the primary sites in each city, ranking each site from zero to three stars based on how important it

is to see each site. While I may not agree on his prioritization, the page makes for a quick checklist

while you're walking or waiting for public transportation.* Mr. Steves is particularly good at



recommending out-of-the-way lodging and restaurants that you might not otherwise find in a given

place.* Mr. Steves' book is also very good for budget travelers, providing lodging and dining in every

class of service.Cons:* As mentioned in several other reviews, the book is laden with historical

factual errors. I won't go into that here.* In a cutesy manner, many of the maps are handwritten and

the street names are omitted. Specifically, if you try to drive around Sevilla using only this book, you

will live to regret it.* Much if not most of the visitor information (hours and days of availability) for

tourist sites is wrong. I strongly suggest doing what we did: arriving in a particular town the night

before you wish to visit its sites, walking around to see the real hours displayed, then planning your

itinerary over dinner.Some other thoughts, not particularly specific to his book but useful for your

trip:* PORK: Spain is completely obsessed with pork. More or less every menu item has pork on it.
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